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WAR DIARIES OF DAVID JOHN PANNELL (b. 10th February 1926)

Mess 29 (Boys) HMS King George V

FOREWORD

I David Pannell joined HMS King George V just before my 17th birthday, February 1943 at Scarpa Flow in the Orkney Islands.
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Within days we sailed in support of a Russian Convoy, the main threat being the German pocket-battleship Scharnhorst and the much more powerful Tirpitz, both known to be harbouring in Norway.

Later on we provided bombardment support to the landings in Sicily culminating in the surrender of the Italian fleet which we escorted to Malta and to the Suez Canal.

Christmas 1943 we collected Winston Churchill at Gibraltar and in a high speed dash across submarine infested Bay of Biscay (5.5 days) landed him in Plymouth. Thence back to Scarpa Flow. During this voyage, the Scharnhorst went to sea and was sunk by HMS Duke of York, our sister ship. 

As a telegraphist sitting in Scarpa Flow, I acted as relay between the battle and the Admiralty (London). It was a huge responsibility but very exciting.

In 1944 we sailed forth from Scarpa Flow several times before refitting in Liverpool for the Far East.  Before deploying to Ceylon and Sydney we took part in some quite hectic actions against the German occupied Greek Islands of Milos and Leros.

And so to another war – the Japanese.

PS. The King George V was the true flagship throughout the Japanese war; the Duke of York with Admiral Fryer onboard only arrived after hostilities cease against Japan. A little story to illustrate the above:

HMS Quickmarch, an Australian destroyer came alongside the Duke of York to collect stores and pelted her with spuds. The Duke of York signalled “Is that the way to come alongside your flagship?” Back came Quickmarch: “We have just left our flagship – the KG V!” We were known as the fighting flagship.

David Pannell  1995

Editor’s note: This foreword was hand-written in the fly-leaf of Task Force 57, British Pacific Fleet 1944-45 by Peter C Smith  1994. David Pannell went on to rise through the ranks of the Royal Navy, retiring in  1976 as a Lieutenant Commander after 35 years of service.

WAR DIARY

1943

Friday 5th February
Left HMS St George at last. Did not know what ship we were going to. Saw an H/C 

Carrier on the horizon from Douglas. ‘Blondy’, the tiddly W.R.E.N from the Signal School, left Isle of Man for service abroad. Had a chat with her. “Get on!” Slept in Preston.

Saturday 6th February

Spent all day in Preston

Sunday 7th February (at Scapa Flow, Orkney Islands)

Joined the Flagship, King George V. Was put down for HMS Kent at first but the King George V wanted Boy Telegraphers (?) so I had to change with Loby, U, Tel.

Monday 8th February

Was shown around the ship by Lassam. Felt tired after all the ladders. Easy to get lost. Duty-free fags at last.

Tuesday 9th February

O’Neil and me had our first watch, on 16 K/C’O, Rugby. A bit scared at first. The set was a B50-M50.

Thursday 11th February

Left Scapa for Iceland. Glad to be at sea.

Sunday 28th February

At Akureyri (Iceland). Went ashore. Very cold. Had 25 krona. Bought some lovely cream cakes. Tons of silk stuff and cosmetics. Very dear for me.

Monday 1st March

Off Akureyri. HMS Howe still here. Panic, periscope scan coming up the fiord! Turned out to be a boat hook.

Tuesday 2nd March

Left Akureyri to meet the convoy, which was returning from Russia. Ships in company: Howe and six destroyers.

Saturday 6th March

Arrived back at Scapa after going on a convoy exploit. Oh for an all night in! And it is nine tonight.

Saturday 27th March

Went for an exercise with Scylla and 3 destroyers. Practicing air-raid attacks. The fighters nearly hit our masts. Marvellous to watch it.

Sunday 28th March

New watch Bill. I was put on BNs. Not bad. Was scared at first.

Monday 29th March

Had all night in. Forenoon watch. Very busy. No.057 adrift. Volunteered for boxing. Had a few rounds. Thoroughly enjoyed it. Felt tired after. Had a powerful right I was told by the PTI, PU and partner.

Tuesday 30th March

Had a X … on Line “I”. Gunfire signal. Not bad for a first time. Jock Camfell (L. Tel) did the transmitting.

Wednesday 31st March

I went down the TRI during the dogs, learnt something about the transmitter. I did some PP and transmitting after by myself. Tired.

Thursday 1st April

Had line “I” again. I did very well this time. Kept log again. I felt very tired during the day. Had the middle. Getting used to “BN”s now.

Wednesday 14th April

Admiral Tovey addressed the ship’s company to say goodbye. Shifted his Flag to the Duke of York. Sailed from Scapa to Rosyth. Official Burp “Leave”. Rumour: “Med” after leave”

Thursday 15th April

Arrived at Rosyth. About 40 Albacores attached in with smoke torpedoes. Good to watch. First sun for months! Main body went on leave for 14 days. Lucky.

Friday 16th April

Went on leave until 20th! Arriving Kings Cross at 1915. Had a pint with Lofty .... RM and Adlem. Went to Waterloo and left there at 1935 for Salisbury. Arrived 2130. Walked around Salisbury for hours. Picked up a Yank Sgt. Big …

Saturday 17th April

Arrived home at 5 o’clock in the morning. Mum up. Mary’s sleeping. Knocked up Dad and Bobby. Dad was dumbfounded. Saw Bobby’s baby for the first time. Small. Went up to see Mum, Pat and Kath and kids. Mum was making the fire and I walked in. She was glad to know I was still safe.

Went in Mrs Tanner’s car with Dad and Mum. Crowds of cyclists enjoying the sun. Great change from the Arctic.

Sunday 18th April

Had a long sleep. Wonderful. Went to Boscombe Hospital to see Mary who had nearly died. Broken blood vessel. She looked nearly better. Only had half an hour with her. Realised how much you miss at sea.

Monday 19th April

Went to Ringwood to see if I could buy a camera. No good. Returned off leave. Let home at 1400. Mum took it better this time. I felt it though in saying goodbye to Dad and Mum. I had seen all the family though. M …. and John had weekend luckily.

Tuesday 20th April

Arrived back on board at 1000. All the fellows said “You’ve had it”. Had to turn to, as I was on duty that day. Helped to unpack some new transmitters. Turning the Quiet Room in an R/T Office.

Wednesday 28th April

Went ashore at Dunfermline with Bill Adlem. I got drunk. In hell of a state!

Thursday 29th April

Had my last shore leave in Dunfermline and met Cave. Went to the ice rink and had a good time. Met Kenny Smith L/Tel. So went for a drink. Whiskeys and Browns! Great fun. Went dancing after. Wonderful evening. Took home two parties but mine was engaged and wouldn’t let me take her home or kiss her goodnight!

Friday 30th April

Started watch-keeping again. I am RCO crew with PO Tel Holder. Sailed from Rosyth for Scapa and then Gibraltar. 300 dockies and servicemen came abroad from overseas. All now certain of going to the Med. Happy.

Saturday 1st May

Arrived at Scapa. Noon. Sailed at 2300 for Gibraltar. Left Scapa now thank God. Lovely and calm. Full capacity of oil taken on board.

Sunday 2nd May

At sea. Beginning to roll a bit now. Off Cape Wrath! Second degree, because of U-boats.

Monday 3rd May

At sea. I had to code pip our position, course and speed every hour.

Had a contact. The destroyer Tuscan dropped charges. Everyone on deck about 300 to 500 rushed to watch it.

Tuesday 4th May

At sea. U-boat reported us. Am getting fed up with this game. U-boats all around in but none attacked.

Wednesday 5th May

At sea. Enemy bomber Focker Wolfe Carrier sighted us and flew right over and then home. PH was the only battery to fire and missed. Gun crew all asleep! We all said “we’re for it now” from U-boats and planes. Action stations all night.

Commander told us he was informed of a pack of U-boats waiting for us. He gave us instructions about abandoning ship.

Thursday 6th May

Arrived in Gibraltar at 1910. Never got torpedoed after all. Had been at Action Stations for 36 hours. If we had kept our original course the U-boats would have got us but the Skipper knows the game.

Friday 7th May

HMS Nelson and Formidable arrived with destroyers. 3 destroyers  tied up alongside. Some went ashore and bought bags of bananas, oranges and lemons! Pretty hot. Had all night in, after a week without one.

Saturday 8th May

New Watch Bill. I am 2nd Leader of the Watch. Getting ‘chokker’ with W/T.

Went on an outing by … around the Rock and swimming over the side of the boat. Rather cold. Orange for dinner.

Sunday 9th May

Divisions. March past. Admiral Willis took salute. Boys were the smartest (as usual). He addressed ship’s company. Sounded as if we’re here for quite a while.

Monday 10th May

Getting sunburnt now. PTI asked me to box for KGV against Nelson. I suppose I will! Had some bananas. Ate about six, one after the other!

Tuesday 11th May

Boy Telegrapher WATTERS was rated OB after 15 months on …. as a Boy Tel! Cave, Park and Watters shifted Comm. Div. Mess. I assumed L/H of Mess.

Wednesday 12th May

Played football against the Misc. Dr. Blazing lot. I played well but a lot of our team were not good. How I kept going God knows. Spent about eight shillings on fruit. Got really burnt. The ground was like fire!

Thursday 13th May

Went out on exercises with 4 destroyers. We were put in two watches! Had afternoon last dog Middle and action stand to for shoot in the morning. Lovely to be at sea again. Lovely and cool breeze. Everyone was watching us go out!

Friday 14th May

Returned to Gib. Four watches again. Slept through dawn stand to! Got up at 7.40am. Rush to get on watch.

Sunday 16th May

Had the forenoon. Met Rusty Wicks and several other old St George Boys off the Aux A/C Tracker. Had talks to him about action, different places.

Monday 17th May

New watch bill. I am on Port Wave, Tidy. Much more interesting. Felt tired. PTI asked me if I would box another bout. Oh dear! Ate several oranges.

Tuesday 18th May

Had all day off. Turned out my locker and loads of dirty gear. Intend to get all my gear clean.

Wednesday 19th May

Tropical rig. Bill Adlem and me went to sleep on the boat deck in the blazing sun. Woke up with a pool of sweat underneath us. Our chests, legs and arms were sunburnt badly.

Thursday 20th May

Did a lot of washing. Went to the pictures on board and saw ‘Constant Nymph’. Jolly good. Lovely girl in it. Joan Fontaine was a little girl in it.

Friday 21st May

New routine. Reveille at 6.10. PT and swim before breakfast. I put all I had into it. Good afternoon, last dog and middle.

Saturday 22nd May

HMS Adventure arrived. Barry O’Neil is now on it, after going to hospital, was originally on this ship. I went swimming. Lovely in, but filthy with all the oil on the water.

Had an enemy reporting Xe with Swordfish. C-Tel … me into Giles for being five minutes late for it. Had a bottle. I didn’t offer any excuses as it isn’t worth it. I could hardly hear the a/c R2.

Sunday 23rd May

Wore ducks to divisions and white shoes. I could hardly keep awake. Had the morning watch. Slept in the afternoon.

Monday 24th May

Had an X on “Q” Buzzer line. Did OK. Could not sleep in the afternoon because of the blasted flies. Destroyer secured alongside. We took on 250 tons of oil. Oranges for dinner. Had the first.

Tuesday 25th May

HMS Howe arrived. Saw a signal about HMS Unicorn coming too. A large troopship arrived with thousands of troops to relieve the old garrison of the Rock.

Wednesday 26th May

HMS Unicorn arrived, our latest aircraft carrier. Adlem and I went ashore. Went to an ENSA show on the aircraft carrier ‘Tracker’. Saw Vivien Leigh (actress) and Leslie Henson. Not bad. Tons of fruit.

Thursday 27th May

HMS Nelson left for the UK after months out here. I went aboard the Howe and saw my old and best pal Ebby Holbrook and crowds of others. Have passed ET2 and ET1. All out for AA now.

Friday 28th May

Troopship sailed for the UK with thousands of troops after being relieved. Some women aboard too. They were all singing and shouting. The longest I heard was “Take me back to dear old Blighty”. I felt it all inside me.

Saturday 29th May

Buzz that De Gaulle or Churchill was coming aboard to take the salute tomorrow! Went on the Howe to see Gabby Hooper v/s but couldn’t find him.

Sunday 30th May

Wonderful news. Force ‘H’ is going to sea! Signal received during the Middle. “Raise steam to full speed” came a complete surprise to captains of ships. Something in the wind we all thought. Vision and Tracker gone, we and troopships bound for UK. All kinds of buzzes.

Monday 31st May

Sea. In two watched. Has 1st dog first in the morning. No joke. Saw signal about HMS Orion going to bombard Pantellaria harbour. Made me think! Commander announced that we would be going to Algiers. Lovely at sea here!

Tuesday 1st June

Arrived at Algiers at 0830. Looks a lovely place. Howe and Formidable with us and 20 destroyers. Boys are not allowed ashore here. Every boy in a mutinous feeling, me especially. No good though, have to stick it. Queues ashore for sex and intercourse! Nearly all sailors. “Wake I ….” film ashore.

Wednesday 2nd June

Left Algiers at night. Lovely sight of the squadron. I was double banking Fleet wave 3340 K/As. Did alright. In two watches again.

Thursday 3rd June

Arrived at Mersa El Kabir (Oran). Boys not allowed ashore yet. We dripped like hell. Nearly wilting. Algiers was bombed. Bombed the harbour thinking we were still there still! Went swimming over the side.

Friday 4th June

Went ashore at Oran. A filthy place with nothing to do. Left the ship with 100 francs and spent 45 francs.

Saturday 5th June

The Commander said the ship will be going to sea today. Bill Adlem received a telegram saying his father is dead. He was crying all night, poor fellow, my best pal. Never went to sea.

Sunday 6th June

March past the Admiral USS Savannah Cruiser still in. Great scare about enemy planes. 1st degree AA. Every ship ready to move off immediately. Transmitted several messages to Oran.

Monday 7th June

Still at Mersa El Kabir. Ship at 1st degree of AA readiness through possibility of air attack. Didn’t affect me. Every ship ready to steam out immediately. No money still. Had lent mine to Bill.

Tuesday 8th June

At Mersa El Kabir. All day off. Had a good sleep in the afternoon. Started to smoke Tickler again. Had no fags.

Wednesday 9th June

Great day. Received mail, two from home, enclosed with one from Charles. He is safe after Tunisia battles and enjoying a good rest. Had 13 shillings in letters. At last. HMS Howe sailed for Algiers. HMS Formidable out exercising. One of her aircraft blew up whilst it was dropping depth charges.

Thursday 10th June

Went swimming over the Mole, crowds of Yanks. Enjoyed the swim. Did me good. Had Middle. Quite fresh for a change.

Friday 11th June

Crowds of US soldiers getting aboard transports in the harbour. Something coming off I thought. X329 on 500m/c’s. “Beg to surrender, lack of water” from an island off Pantelleria. It was subdued by continuous bombing and bombardment.

Saturday 12th June

1st Lieutenant Rounds had a good cleanout in the Mess. Looked tidy. Slept in the afternoon. Felt tired. Lampedusa island (Italy) surrendered! “Poorus” Formidable returned and seven destroyers. Dreamt of home. Buzz after losing flag!

Air raid. Two aircraft dropped parachutes on Oran.

Sunday 13th June

Had forenoon watch. Went swimming all the afternoon through hole in wall. Got lovely and brown. Fellows looking for octopus.

Monday 14th June

Left Mersa El Kabir off Gibraltar. Capstan broke down so we were delayed four hours. Steamed at 25 knots to make up time. Sorry to leave but we might be going home!

Tuesday 15th June

Arrived at Gibraltar at 1900. No ships in except Merah and destroyers. Saw Nash Ord Jel (Ortrel) who was in Hawker 226W and now on the destroyer Tyrian. Lovely destroyers. Our latest twin Oerlikons and 8 tubes! Heard that Warspite was coming.

Wednesday 16th June

It was announced that the King was in North Africa with the troops. Buzz on board! Going to UK with the King! Getting extra Oerlikons.

Thursday 17th June

HMS Howe arrived during the ‘Dogs’. Got some more Oerlikons now, total on board now 39!

Friday 18th June

Deck full of ammo. Enemy plane came over. We opened fire on it. Plane went off with black smoke trailing behind. HMS Howe AA guard was last to fire. Am now on Gibraltar broadcast.

Saturday 19th June

HMS Formidable left with a screen of our latest destroyers. Big Darley came off blind drunk. Sent an STK. Not bad. Mistakes to be erased. 1st one. He said we were very efficient and took pride in our work. Skipper all smiles.

Sunday 20th June

Divisions. Tropical rig. Captain told us of possibility of some action this month or next and also that we might go to the Pacific after the 2nd Front! Admiral sent a letter regretting he could not say goodbye.

Monday 21st June

Provisioning and commissioning ships. Going somewhere. Painted the deck insulator. Bought eight Mars bars. Got 21 shilling now I have had some mail.

Tuesday 22nd June

Went to sea. No buzz until Commander told us. Going to Mersa El Kabir. I was in Gibraltar H/F. Two watches. Had plenty of shoots. 14 inch firing VG 5.25 inch and pom-poms smothered target replica E-boat. Oerlikons (new ones) destroyed sleeve targets! Lovely.

Wednesday 23rd June

Arrived at Mersa El Kabir. Much hotter. Thousands of US troops on invasion transports. Buzz. We became Force ‘E’ so rumoured. New forces! Went for a swim over ship’s side.

Three US heavy cruisers and about 15 destroyers. Am on Algiers ship shore broadcast for enemy reports. What a scheme. Went to flicks. ‘Hells A-Popping’. Martha Ray was in it. Hottest ever known it.

Thursday 24th June

Yellow warning but nothing about, just when I had all night in! Felt tired. Scrubbed a hammock, towel, two shirts, two shorts and handkerchiefs. Did I sweat! Decided to shape up Mess 29.

Friday 25th June

Carrying out my decision. Reported Pitt (the Pig) for putting his remains from breakfast in the broad locker. Had 1st watch in RCO on R/T wave 2410 K/C’s. He called me each half-hour.

Saturday 26th June

Had afternoon on Ex Wave. Good oh. Better than Algiers broadcast. Felt very tired. Had my daily swim. Had a haircut.

Sunday 27th June

Divisions. HM destroyers Panther and Tynedale alongside. Went swimming through hole in the wall.

Monday 28th June

Heard that at Gibraltar there are four battleships and three carriers and that we became Force ‘E’. Still at Mersa El Kabir. Went swimming through hole in the wall. Three octopus were seen but only about three feet diameter. Still went on swimming. Yank killed.

Two US cruisers first to sea and the famous veteran from the last war HMS Vindictive. Not one destroyer left in now. What a surprise to see her mooring at last.

Tuesday 29th June

No more swimming through hole in the wall until after 1600. Authorities arranged transport to lovely beach four miles away. Smashing swim. Too much red tape in getting there though. Yanks were practising invasion.

Friday 2nd July

Left Oran for Gibraltar. Went back at a speed of 27 knots. My all night in but never had it. Had an alert and shot down target. Past two carriers.

Saturday 3rd July

HMS Nelson and Rodney in, but left Gibraltar for Oran with HMS Indomitable. Buzz – we won’t be in long. HMS Howe storing ship. Had the ‘first’ on the Gibraltar broadcast.

Sunday 4th July

Divisions. Ammunitioning and storing ship. Buzz – that we were going to sea at the early hours of the morning.

Monday 5th July

Went to sea, speed 27 knots. No-one knew where for. Commander told us we were joining Nelson, Rodney and Indomitable and then to Algiers. Buzz about going into action.

Tuesday 6th July 

Arrived at Algiers at 0830. Three Yank carriers and ten destroyers in. 20 Yank transports full up with troops and oranges. Hell of a lot of ships in. Nelson, Rodney and Indomitable went to sea again.
Wednesday 7th July

Still in Algiers, but in shore leave, because ship is at one hours notice. Something in the wind. Had four yellow warnings but plane was shot down 20 miles away.

Huge convoy left Algiers with 12 transports full of US troops.

Thursday 8th July

In Algiers. Under one hour’s notice for steam. Felt fed up all day because of buzz about us staying behind for this operation.

Friday 9th July

About 12 huge transports, full of troops outside. Going to sea. Captain informed ship’s company that nine divisions of Allied troops would be landing on Sicily at 0245 tomorrow! We all knew what it meant. Admiral Cunningham wished the Navy to, if need be, to sacrifice our lives so as to get the troops ashore.

Saturday 10th July

At sea. Proceeding east with HMS Howe and destroyers in case enemy battleships came out as far as Cape Bon, and then to bombard Sicily (Trapani) on Monday and Tuesday. In sight of the African shore all the time. Ship now in ‘Battle state’.

Sunday 11th July

On our way back now but only waiting for the signal from C-in-C to bombard. Turned about and went 26 knots on receiving signal.

Monday 12th July

At 0000 everything ready for battle. HMS Dido and Sirius bombarded two islands nearby. At 0145 Howe, KG V and …. commenced bombardment of Trapani. They went through hell ashore in that 15 minutes. No opposition until we were leaving at 26 knots. Bombarded at speed of 16 knots. They thought we were landing troops but what they saw were delayed rockets and smoke floats. They never knew what they fired at. I was in TRI.

Tuesday 13th July

On our way back to Algiers called in at BONA for six hours. I had the best swim ever, there over the side. Very choppy in. Water clear as a crystal.

Wednesday 14th July

Back at Algiers learnt that we were straddled by coastal 10-inch batteries at Trapani. Order from C in C for Force ‘Z’ to proceed East. We were shipped in half an hour. The Italian battleships of the Littorio class were reportedly by intelligence to be preparing for sea, so we had to be in position ready!

I received on Port Wave ‘Blue Long Field’ signal received on Algiers broadcast, of 2 BB and 1 DD out but RAF mistook two MVs and one LCT for that. Very heavy wind blowing. Wave right over F’cle.

Thursday 15th July

Arrived back at Algiers. One hours notice. Heard that one of our battleships had been bombed and tin- fished. Had the ‘first’ on Algiers. Didn’t stop. Tons of buzzes as usual. Russia launched offensive near OREL.

Friday 16th July

HMS Warspite, Formidable and Valiant at Malta. HMS Uganda to engage coastal batteries. Wrote home. Was told that the cruiser ‘Cleopatra’ and battleship Nelson had been badly damaged off Sicily. Did lots of dobying.

Sunday 18th July

Divisions. Had the afternoon watch. Drips. In five watches, so don’t mind. Boys now allowed ashore. Tons of boys drunk, sick and can’t stand up. I felt peeved with them. Johnson out for the count.

Monday 19th July

Tons of buzzes about going home. Still in Algiers. I didn’t go ashore. Dan went and brought back grapes, watermelons, plums and tomatoes. Drink is very cheap: champagne 60 francs, muscadet 3 francs.

Tuesday 20th July

I went ashore with Dadson. Had a good look around. Went with 200 francs. Brought back 115 francs and two kilos of plums. Lovely girls. We had three muscadets, one beer and one white wine. Didn’t go near any brothels, like most others do.

Wednesday 21st July

Had forenoon on Port Wave. Slept in the afternoon. Watching all the blokes coming in drunk. Great laugh. All dobying correct now. Had two letters from home dated 6th July.

Thursday 22nd July

Saw Gabby Hooper, my old pal, from the Howe and arranged to go swimming together by the Mole. Had a good time. Lovely in. A US destroyer came in with one of her funnels shot away.

Saturday 24th July

Shifted berths to make room for US cruiser Philadelphia. 15 8-inch and 6-inch guns and eight 4-inch plus three-to-five planes. Welded ship. French light cruiser and destroyer due to arrive tonight or early hours tomorrow.

Sunday 25th July

Lol Tel Jackie Bain went on draft with Coder Taffy Davis to a Free French Destroyer ‘Le Fantasque’. Jackie was the best bloke I’ve known and as POOW to him. Very fond of saying to me “What’s the buzz then?” Jokingly he was good. Never allows sleeping on watch but he knew as much as anyone on board about his job. I felt very sorry. He was my POOW for about four months. Good luck.

Monday 26th July

Went to sea to give Anti Aircraft support to the Indomitable, which had been ‘tin-fished’ two weeks ago. Speed about 25 knots. Left during Dogs. All thought we were going home. Greatly disillusioned.

Tuesday 27th July

Met ‘Euralyus’ and ‘Dido’ and later ‘Indomitable’. No sign of damage except for slight list to starboard. In two watches. I went to Malta broadcast. Terrible because of jamming.

Wednesday 28th July

Arrived at Algiers after parting company with cruisers and ‘Indomitable’. She went to Gib with four destroyers. Got the First tonight on Port Wave.

Monday 29th July

Jackie Bain came aboard to make corrections to SPs off the ‘Le Fantasque’. Said he wishes he was still here as it is dirty and red wine instead of tea and two meals per day.

Friday 30th July

Went to the pictures on board, saw Paul Muni in ‘Commandos Strike at Dawn’. Felt fed up after because I had been the unlucky fool to get this ‘….’ Ship. It was a marvellous film. Reading a book called ‘Combined Operations’ too!

Saturday 31st July

Dobied my gear. Went swimming. Enjoyed it. Met Ebby Hollbrook and his pal Jim and swam a long way out. Great fun diving in, especially off the Mole. Got lovely and tanned again. ALL NIGHT IN!

Sunday 1st August

Had forenoon. Captain told ship’s company we would be here two or three more months now that Musso has ‘jugged’ in. Should be on our way home if he hadn’t done so. Ate a lot of grapes.

Monday 2nd August

General offensive started in Sicily. General Montgomery in his Order of the Day ended by saying “And now into battle. Good luck to you all”. Felt fed up after hearing his speech. No buzzes.

Tuesday 3rd August

Very steady advance in Sicily. Slept in the afternoon. Still at Algiers. Transport left with thousands of troops. Forenoon on 1875 T/C’s X wave. Boring.

Wednesday 4th August

Another ship blew up. Had chemicals on board. I had been swimming nearby, and was asleep, but it woke me up! HM Destroyer Arrow badly damaged and about 40 men trapped inside. No hope. Awful sights.

The Arrow had been through all this war, Narvick and Malta convoys and yet should end like this.

Thursday 5th August

Brought out 36 dead men from the Arrow who had been roasted alive. A small motor launch took some bodies out to sea, wrapped in Union Jacks and buried them at sea. Felt really sorry.

Friday 6th August

Had afternoon, last dog and Middle. Not even a buzz.

Saturday 7th August

Went swimming with Dadson. Took 2lbs of grapes over, and ‘gaffers’. Fell asleep. Like Red Indian after! Tired. Went down TRI and did some STX.

USS Boisse went to sea - US cruiser and has fought in the Pacific.

Sunday 8th August

March past at divisions. Boys were OK. No faults. Wore my new hat (six-and-three-quarter inch). Too big! Tackline bow.

Monday 9th August

Started having cooks in the mess. Went down to TRI and learnt more about the 60D transmitter. No hour to wave change now. PV Tel Bogart put me through the paces hard, but it’s worth it.

Tuesday 10th August

Afternoon, last dog and middle. ‘Chokker’. Went to pictures and saw ‘Hold Back The Dawn’. Felt tired. Pictures were in the open air. Much better. DU spoke to Giles about me for AA.

Wednesday 11th August

Mail from home. Two letters and 10 shillings. Thank God. Nearly broke. Bought my own and Noreton’s ration of chocolate, soap and matches. Went down to TRI and swatted up.

Thursday 12th August

Combined HQ Ship ‘Hilary’ and ‘Merchant’ came alongside after USS Savannah had moved out. She is a wireless ship and Vice Admiral Vian’s Flagship for Sicilian affairs.

Friday 13th August

Had a letter from Margaret and portrait of her and also a book called ‘HMMS’. Wrote home. Had first watch. Had a lovely sleep and a lovely dream! Cadman came back from Gib. They have been blowing up ships there too, but have caught three Italians in diver’s suits. Three tanks were fired and petrol dumped ashore.

Saturday 14th August

Germans evacuating Sicily fast. Being bombed, shelled and everything possible thrown at them. Their Dunkirk this time. Canadian war reporter gave a speech on board about Sicily.

Sunday 15th August

Divisions. March past.

Monday 16th August

French destroyer Le Terrible alongside, same as Fantasque 2300 tons and five 5.5 guns in single turrets and six tubes.

Thursday 19th August

Had 10 shillings from Margaret so very pleased. Wrote to her same night.

Friday 20th August

Went ashore with Bill and 100 francs. Only spent 20 francs. Went in the Sphinx and had some good looks at the girls. Hard to resist but did. Had plenty of wine and beer. Very happy after.

Saturday 21st August

Forenoon watch. Went to sleep in afternoon with Bill. Felt really tired. Fell asleep on Middle for about an hour.

Sunday 22nd August

Divisions. Got my old hat back now. Had afternoon, last dog and middle. Had some mail from home and 14 shillings. Got 31 shillings now.

Monday 23rd August

Lovely sleep in the afternoon. Went to the pictures in the evening and saw Dorothy Lamour, Bob Hope and Bing Crosby in ‘Road to Zanzibar’. Jolly good. Got morning watch now.

Tuesday 24th August

HMS Scylla arrived. Went on canteen leave with Bill Adlem. Drank Canadian beer and vin de blanc. Happy after. Five transports arrived full of troops from UK. Saw some troops going home from the 8th Army. Scrubbed a pair of overalls. Saw Lofty Keen and Ginger …. 214 class ashore.

Monday 6th September

Getting in A/T nets. Buzz – we were going on ‘ops’ and leaving 0400 with the Howe.

Tuesday 7th September

Left Algiers and not doing back, cover landing of Troops at Salerno Bay. Our job to meet Force ‘V’, five aircraft carriers and three cruisers, sail to Messina, leaving them and going as far as Corfu as a decoy, and then go to Augusta indefinitely. Jolly good.

Wednesday 8th September

In ‘first’ degree of AA alertness by …. because of T/B attacks lately. All waiting for a smack at them. Arrived at Malta – saw Force ‘V’. Lovely sight. Ops postponed. Don’t know yet.

We all know now …. Italy has surrendered unconditionally. Everyone happy. Captain told us we were to sail into Taranto with Howe and occupy it. Told to fire at friendly or enemy planes.

Thursday 9th September

Met six cruisers off Italian Coast: Dido, Sirius, Boise, Abdiel, Penelope and Aurora. Very strong force now. Saw RAF bombing German troops. Very close to Italy. No aircraft yet. All ready for any action against Italian fleet. Abdiel blew up and sank in three minutes in Taranto. The Roma was sunk by German aircraft.

Friday 10th September

We didn’t go into Taranto but had to steam up and down the Gulf all night. Everyone fed up at no action. I spent two hours up in the Lookout looking for Italians, voluntary. Fired at a Boston aircraft. Took no chances. I woke up thinking it was the Battleships we were firing at!

Saturday 11th September

On our way back to Malta. 1st degree. Saw Italian fleet at Malta, but not the way we wanted it, the yellow rats. Lovely ships though. Tied to buoy. Valiant, Warspite and Howe came. Littorios arrived too.

Sunday 12th September

Told we were going to Alexandria with Italian fleet. Howe, Warspite and KG V anchored outside. Nelson, Rodney and Formidable arrived. Voyage to Alex postponed.

Monday 13th September

Still anchored.

Tuesday 19th October

First leave party went on leave. I went with it. Left at night. Pouring with rain on dockland station. Cold after the heat of the Med. Had eight bananas, 16 lemons and two oranges, plus a box of chocolates, soap and silks. Managed to get a seat in the end! Very happy travelling down with White and Yetman. Very cold and wouldn’t sleep. Pitch black night. Drew £6 for leave.

Wednesday 20th October

Wonderful to see green fields again. Arrived at London about 1230. I left for Salisbury at 1250 just in time! Felt pretty hungry. Arrived home on 1830 train. Mum never knew I was in the UK. Dad nearly saw me but I walked on the grass. Bobbie opened the door, too surprised to speak and Dad. Then the usual rush of kisses!

Wonderful to be home. Charles home too and Kay. Had a long chat with Charles about North Africa and experiences. Bob, Harry and his girl arrived. How wonderful it all is. Slept in Mary’s house as home is too crowded to suit me.

Thursday 21st October

Bob, Bobbie and Harry and his girl went to Bournemouth. Wanted me to come but I didn’t. I went to the pictures in the evening and saw ‘Commandos Strike At Dawn’ again. Very boring after, wish I had a girl to take out I thought. I cycled there and back. Great to ride again. Had a haircut which I badly needed. Bought a Berbery for £3 2s 1d. Happier with that. Sent telegraph to Bill Adlem about tomorrow.

Friday 22nd October

Went to Bournemouth. Intend to sleep there. Met Bill and Johnny in bus station. Bill also got a Berberry. Three sailors all tidily and brown-faced. Went for a good drink in Prince of Wales. Went into Boscombe at night. Got really merry! Great dance, but too late. Got a girl to take home though. Unhappy at the thought of having to leave Bournemouth for a dull village.

Saturday 23rd October

Went for a drink in the forenoon with Bill and Johnny. Left them after dinner to go home. I went to the pictures afterwards and saw ‘Gentleman Jim’. Jolly fine. Roamed around after to fill in time. Hoped to meet Margaret and John at bus station but no luck. Very fed up. Roll on Dunfermline. Margaret and John were home when I arrived home.

Sunday 24th October

Long lay in. Felt very tired. Went to pictures at Ringwood in the evening. Not bad. Roamed around on my own after as usual. Went for a drink. Cycled home via Three Crosses, but never saw Gladis, Chokker. Had no light.

Monday 25th October

Went to Bournemouth and saw ‘Battle in the North Atlantic’. Very thrilling. Felt proud to be in the Navy, fund after for Navy Benevolents.

Tuesday 7th December

Left Scapa Flow at 0605. No-one knows where we are going. Buzzes of going to the USA, Iceland and Greenock! Commander never made a pipe until late at night. Told us we were going to Gib. But he hoped no further than Alex! Wouldn’t tell why we were going, because it would mean no shore leave. Obvious we were going to take Churchill or Roosevelt back to USA or UK. Happy to think we were going back to the Med. In three watches. Felt tired after having middle last night.

Wednesday 8th December

Altered course to 2.20 degrees. Going a long way out. Commander told us we may be lucky to pick up our Christmas mail. We are not to mention in our letters about climate, as this is a great secret. Quite calm so far. Still one big mystery to what is happening. Cuts up about changing round officer oft. Pretty definite for … use. I am L Tel Bain second hand. Very busy.

Went to pictures to see Abbot and Costello in ‘Hit the Ice’. Jolly good. Lovely girl in it. Roll on leave I thought! I stood in the doorway to see the film. But it was worth it. Great film. Brightened up the trip.

Thursday 9th December

19 degrees 19’ west north west off Cape Finistere. Soon came up under MED station. I slept from 1330 to 1830 after having middle and forenoon. Bad headache. Had first so not too bad. Started reading GMs or 4025 K/ … at 0700 tomorrow until 0800. Crossing into Area XYYZ. Had a good wash and shave. Felt much cleaner. Want a hair cut bad. Buzz about picking up Wrens at Gibraltar. Quite a swell on but not rolling too much.

Friday 10th December

Still at sea and heavier seas, pitching quite a bit. Plenty of buzzes! Very busy with DGs etc and GMs. Putting up canvas curtains on starboard side of ship. Keeping broadcast ‘H’ solely for the operation. Some think we may be going to bombard Italy again! I hope so.

Saturday 11th December

Steaming due east now at about 22 knots. Commander told us we expect to arrive in the ‘straits’ during the early hours of the morning. I am on Port Wave not but Gibraltar very faint. Good to hear ‘MT J’ again.

Sunday 12th December

Arrived at Gib. Still in three watches. No shore leave. Told officially that we were bringing back PM and staff.

Monday 13th December

Prime Minister taken ill. Probably staying in Gibraltar for four days. In four watches  now – L Tel, K, Smith and LHOW so OK. I miss Jackie Bain though. Having to wear Number 3s with collars on watch so pretty deadly. Kenny and all watch putting in a request to see captain about it. I don’t like doing it but I’ve got to I suppose. Had forenoon on Port Wave. Great ‘LOFE’. Drips about, no chance of leave on our watch.

Tuesday 14th December

Still at Gibraltar. Had some bananas and oranges. Quite a change. In our old berth. Warspite still in dry dock. Had afternoon last dog and middle. Chance now of getting ashore tomorrow. Got plenty of dobying to do though! Jackie and Connor still working on their model planes and quite nice too.

Wednesday 15th December

I went ashore and had a good meal and afterwards a drink. Girls band in pub. Went with Yetman. Bought bags of fruit, a 15-shilling lighter. Only got £2 left now. Going ashore again tomorrow!

Friday 11th February 1944

Arrived in Liverpool for a long refit. I’m not going on draft, but didn’t volunteer to re-commission. Lads going on draft tomorrow. In for about four months. I went ashore and fed up. Had a hair cut.

